
Inspiration
NINA YUUN’s fourth edition collection, “Bada. Sea. 
Meer.” is an unprecedented move towards creating 
more sustainable haute couture. The innovative concept 
behind the collection explores the possibilities of crea-
ting a timeless, sustainable wardrobe for women who 
embody the qualities of kindness, tenderness, strength 
and independence. The name of the collection is inspired 
by Nina’s personal experience of being a mother to her 
infant son, Bada, which means “sea” in Korean. For Nina, 
the sea has philosophical meaning and this body of water 
is much like a living being: small waves gently caress the 
shoreline, while big, choppy waves rage during storms. 
Thus, the sea can be seen not only as a source of inspi-
ration but also a metaphor for her own being: strong yet 
fragile, independent yet connected. 

This affinity with the sea is perhaps not surprising, when 
you consider Nina’s homeland of Korea is virtually sur-
rounded by the ocean, with some 1500 miles of coastline. 
It is intrinsic to South Korean identity and its significance 
is deeply embedded in Korean culture. This is in stark 
juxtaposition to Nina’s current roots in Switzerland, a 
land-locked country, and points to a yearning for the 
motherland and its great expanse of ocean. The sea also 
nurtures, providing a home to the species that dwell wit-
hin it, as well as a livelihood to the coastal communities 
that depend upon it. It is perhaps these very fundamen-
tals of the sea, as a giver and sustainer of life, that nourish 
Nina’s desire to preserve this precious resource for future 
generations. Generations that will include Bada... 

The collection

In all its different hues of blue, the sea as a muse per-
fectly captures Nina’s design philosophy to create an 
inclusive wardrobe. From azure to aquamarine, petrol 
blue to periwinkle blue and through to Brest grey, these 
different shades work with any skin tone. Known for her 
experimental, elegant patterns, the NINA YUUN pieces 
in this collection have been reworked and include even 
more refined cuts, streamlined with flowy, subtle details. 
Avant-garde blends seamlessly with tradition, incorpora-
ting traditional Korean textile handcraft applied to create 
quilted textures. Following the designer’s own credo that 
“life is sometimes a party”, the collection is completed 
with statement pieces in silvery fabric, which allow the 
wearer to be an effortlessly chic yet laid-back party girl. 
And the overall result? Edition 4 is a collection that will 
appeal to women who value the key tenets of Nina’s 
design philosophy: aesthetic differentiation, unexpected 
elegance and casual formality.

Re-thinking the system
The subtleties of the collection are expressed not only in 
terms of colours but also in terms of seasonality. Hen-
ce, in this edition, NINA YUUN once again pushes the 
boundaries towards a more environmentally conscious 
wardrobe. The collection consists of all-season pieces, 
catering towards less consumption-based fashion, as well 
as women who seek timeless beauty in their self-expres-
sion. 

In addition to the long-cherished approach to creating 
garments as sustainably as possible, with Edition 4, 
NINA YUUN commits to a zero-waste approach. Patterns 
are designed to use up all the fabric, leaving no waste 
behind. This approach can be seen through the “swirl 
detail” in the new collection, which employs the “Kiga-
mi” effect. 
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New Studio Collection: made to last 
Alongside the collection, NINA YUUN also introduces 
unique Studio Collection pieces, which are only available 
made-to-order. Used business shirts and leftover fabrics 
from the Swiss shirt manufacturer KAUF are upcycled, 
and the classic reversible quilting technique used in 
traditional clothing in Korea is also applied. NINA YUUN 
has introduced unique pieces that will definitely make the 
wearer stand out in a crowd. These pieces are made to 

last, but the consumer may place a request to alter the 
piece or upcycle it into an entirely different product after 
two years, while only paying a 30% surcharge on the ori-
ginal price. By offering this truly innovative service, NINA 
YUUN intends to breathe new life into the garments, gi-
ving the wearer the opportunity to have a totally updated 
look, whilst producing a minimal carbon footprint in the 
process.

Mode Suisse Edition 18
For the third time, NINA YUUN will present her new 
collection to the public at the Mode Suisse Edition 18 
in Zurich on 7 September 2020 (Lessingstrasse 15, VN 
Residency, 8002 Zurich). Moreover, the collection will be 

available for press and buyers at the Mode Suisse Presen-
tation, Shop & Showroom in Geneva from 19 - 21 Novem-
ber 2020. Please contact us if you would like tickets for 
the show. 

About NINA YUUN
NINA YUUN stands for inspiration, sustainability, and 
aesthetic elegance. The Korean-Swiss womenswear label, 
with its appealing combination of clean, refined cuts and 
colors, embodies a continued dialogue with common 
stereotypes in our society in terms of both content and 
style. The international designer Nina Yuun was born in 
New Jersey and grew up in Seoul, before transferring her 
creative life to Switzerland. An art school graduate, Yuun 
maintains an enduring passion for colors, shapes, and 
materials, and she transposes her personality and inter-
national perspective into unique designs. NINA YUUN‘s 
garments are characterized by precise craftsmanship, stri-
kingly juxtaposed with the deconstruction of traditional 
clothing, resulting in unique pieces with unmistakable, 

timeless feminine elegance for fashion-forward, confident 
women.

In September 2018, Nina Yuun debuted at the Mode 
Suisse Edition 14 fashion show, where she presented her 
Spring/Summer 2019 collection. In addition to regular 
appearances at Mode Suisse, NINA YUUN has been pre-
sented to date in Paris, Shanghai, Beijing, Dunedin (New 
Zealand), San Francisco and Seoul.

Her work has been supported by the Swiss Arts Council 
Pro Helvetia and the Design Foundation Bern (Berner 
Design Stiftung). NINA YUUN has been nominated for 
the Design Prize Switzerland 2019/20. 

Get in touch

Would you like to stock NINA YUUN? We look forward to 
discussing your retail needs. 

Wholesale buyers may contact: info@ninayuun.com 

For press enquiries, please contact: raphael@ninayuun.
com

Campaign hashtags: #ninayuun #ninayuunedition04 
#bada #ModeSuisse18 #ModeSuisse
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